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MORE COMPARATIVE STATISTICS.

SIR,—Yet another " Greatest Library in Britain !" In the Annual
Report of the Halifax Public Library for 1891, it is stated on page 8 that,
" as regards economy of management, the following extracted from reports
just received may be interesting," and then are given figures showing that ,
Halifax does double the work accomplished by Clerkenwell at one quarter
the cost. I am sorry to have to give the most emphatic denial of the
Halifax librarian's statement that any such figures are given in the
Clerkenwell report, as he quotes ; and I venture, subject to correction, to
question if the other libraries, made to look small in the interesting com-
parison, published such figures either. At any rate, the Halifax librarian
shows his constituents very plainly that as regards library management
Halifax occupies the very first place. As it is just possible that other
librarians may wish to magnify their annual operations by means of a
little judicious arithmetical hanky-panky, perhaps I may be permitted to
give a certain recipe for attaining this end. Take the totals of a few
other libraries, without regard to possible qualifying factors or the exist-
ence of varying circumstances, and boil them down till they are devoid of
backbone, and consequently in a fit state to compare unfavourably with
your own figures. Never mind what other librarians think, but cherish
only the local Mat certain to accrue. Then serve up hot to all the news-
papers likely to comment on the comparison, and await with hope the
prospect opened by such means of being one day called to a higher
sphere on the strength of such credentials. As no enquiry was made at
Clerkenwell if the figures given in the last report would bear the inter-
pretation put upon them by the Halifax librarian, I feel perfectly justified
in thus publicly contradicting the truth of the inferences and claims
published in the Halifax report.

JAMES D. BROWN, Librarian.
Public Library, Clerkenwell, E.C.

THE GENERAL ELECTION AND THE LIBRARY QUESTION.

DEAR MR. EDITOR,—As I consider that it is peculiarly desirable, in
view of the general election, to ascertain that Parliamentary candidates
are sound on the Library question, I have addressed a letter to the Liberal
candidate for the district (Hampstead) in which I live asking for his views
on the matter. The points which I pressed upon his attention were :—
(1) the possibility of Government aid in poor neighbourhoods; and
(2) the desirability of Government inspection for rate-supported libraries.
Mr. J. C. Swinburne-Hanham replies :—" I certainly do recognise the
importance of public libraries as educational necessities, and I can go
further and say it is difficult to over-rate that importance. I am inclined
to the view that the funds to support them should be found locally, and
not by the Treasury, though if really efficient libraries were furnished and
supplied as you suggest, I do not see why a small proportionate grant
should not be made out of the Imperial taxes, or a portion of the Imperial
taxes collected within the district refunded for this purpose. If this were
so, some sort of inspection would be necessary to see the money was well
spent. If I were in Parliament I should support any movement with the
object of extending the Public Library Act that was reasonable."

EDWARD M. BORRAJO.
Guildhall Library.
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